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Introduction

The endothelium, a single layer of cells that lines the

lumen of all blood vessels and the heart, is well

known to play an important physiological role in vas-

cular homeostasis. Endothelial cells not only form

a semi-permeable barrier between blood and the ves-

sel wall but also have crucial (patho)physiological

functions, including: (a) the modulation of vascular

tone; (b) maintenance of vascular integrity and blood

fluidity via regulation of thrombosis, fibrinolysis and

platelet aggregation; (c) regulation of inflammation
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